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In today's Gospel reading, we hear a
parable about a fig tree. The owner

waited three years for it to grow some
figs, but it still wasn't producing any.
He told the gardener to cut it down. But
the gardener said he would try just for one more
year to get it to bear fruit- and if it didn't give any
then he would cut it down.

The fig tree is like a person who can do
good things but doesn't. The owner
shows the justice of God- he has given
the tree enough chances so its time is €
up. But the gardener is like God's mercy.
He wants to give the tree one more chance. And
he's going to give it extra fertilizer to try to help it.

Lent is a good time to look at our own
life and see if we are doing all the good
things we can. Maybe there's some-
thing nice that we know we could do

for someone but we just never bother

to. Or maybe we aren't praying quite as much as
we know we should. God is giving us a chance to
become better people this Lent, and it's your job to
make i1t happen!
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What's wrong with this fig tree?
See what the two men want to do with it by
reading what they say in a mirror.



ONE DAY WHILE SHE WAS

MARY WAS \
PRAYING... >

A JEWISH
GIRL IN THE
TOWN OF
NAZARETH
WHO WAS
ENGAGED
TO MARRY A
VERY GOOD
MAN
CALLED
JOSEPH.

How can +his be, since |
am o Vir in?

( Do not be alrud!
God has chosen you
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MARY ACCEPTED GOD'S PLAN
AND BECAME THE MOTHER OF
JESUS.

I am GoJ‘S
hand maid .

Mau/ iL be

Aone as YOL(
ey

SN GREW IN-
" SIDE MARY
‘B FOR NINE
~ MONTHS.
2¥ HE WAS
** BORN ON
/* CHRISTMAS,
== AND MARY
B AND JOSEPH
& RAISED HIM.

WHEN IT WAS TIME FOR GOD TO COME TO EARTH AS A MAN, HE
CHOSE MARY TO BE HIS MOTHER. BUT HE DIDN'T JUST TELL
HER THAT SHE WOULD BECOME HIS MOTHER; HE GAVE HER A
CHOICE. BECAUSE MARY CHOSE TO SAY "YES" TO GOD, JESUS

CAME INTO THE WORLD AND DIED TO LET US INTO HEAVEN!
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The Burning Bush Word-Find

See if you can find

AFRAIDOFFREE  4hewords
BDELIVEROMFS  inCAPITALS
RGODJETHRORU  ""™%
ALORDEAOWSEF
HAVEFSKLAEJF
ANILIHEYRSAE
MDSGROUNDACR .
FLAMEEGYPTOQTI Theldiower letters
AOABUSHOREBN Isqelites in Egypt
COCNDBLAZING wanted:
FKMISERABLES 4 ————

MOSES was looking after the sheep of his father-in-
law, JETHRO, on Mount HOREB. Suddenly he
noticed a BUSH that was BLAZING like FIRE, but it
wasn't burning up! He came FORWARD to look
closer, but GOD spoke from the FLAME, saying
"Come no nearer. TAKE your SHOES OFF, for this
is HOLY GROUND. I am the God of your fathers-
of ABRAHAM, ISAAC and JACOB." Moses was
AFRAID to LOOK at God, and covered his FACE.
The LORD said, "I HAVE seen the MISERABLE
state of my people in EGYPT and heard their cry to
be FREE. I will DELIVER them from their
SUFFERING and bring them to a new LAND."



