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Introduction

marks the 130th anniversary of the arrival in South Australi of

OO the first larger group of Polish migrants. They arrived in 1856
but the first individual Polish people to arive in this state were

in Pastor Kavels group who got here in 1839, They settled in the Adelaide

suburb of Klemzig,
Individual Poles also arrived in the 1R40s and seitled near Clare,

In this brochure we present stories of three "waves™ of Polish migrants to this
slale:

|. The 1856 group

2. The very large post-World War [ wave in late 19405 and in the 19505

3, The Solidarity migration of the [9%(0s.




A brief é;'j'c‘my of Poloand

Poland is located in Central Europe, just cast of Germany,

[he Polish state was established around the middle ol the 10th century,
It accepted western Christianity in 966 and emerged as a kingdom,

Under the Jagicllonian dynasty (1386-1572) Poland was united with
Lithuania and beeame a great power stretching (rom the Baltie o the Black
Sea. Poland’s tolerant attitude 1o different customs and religions attracted
larae numbers of settlers including Germans. Scats, Jews and Armenians.

1683 — Polish king Jan Sobieski defeated the Turks at the gates of Vienna
and was given the title "The saviour of Vienna and of Western European
civilisation”.

For various reasons Poland declined in the next century and in 1772 Austria,
Prussia and Russia carried out the first partition of’ Poland. annexing large
parts of the country to themselves.

1701 Poland’s parliament passed the 3rd of May Constitution. the secornd
modern constitution in the world (the Amercan one being the first) and the
first on European soil. 1t was followed later by the French constitution,

The partitioning powers couldn't aceept such turn of events and two more
partitions followed. After the third partition, in 1795, Poland was erased [rom
the map of Europe.

1918 after World War 1. Poland has regained her independence.
1920 The Polish Army under the leadership of Jozel Pilsudski deleated

the Soviet Red Army in the Baltle ol Warsaw and prevented s intended
march westwards to spread the Communist rule to the whole ol Furope.



1939 — World War [ On | September the German army invaded Poland
and 17 days later followed the Soviet army invasion. Polish armed forees,
although inflicting heavy casualties on the invaders, were unable to withstand
them. Palish Government went into exile and large sections of the armed
forces escaped 1o the west where they Tought with the Allies distinguishing
themselves in the Batile of Britain, on the seas and in military campaigns in
North Alvica, laly, France and Germany, A Polish army also Tought alongside
the Red Army in the cast, In occupied Poland an underground army (AK) was
catablished as carly as 1939 and became the largest underground foree
Lurope, During the war Poland sutfered appalling casualties and destruetion.
Millions of Poles were put into concentration camps during the Soviet and
Gierman occupation. Statistics show that Poland’s population was 36 million
in 1939, including 3 million Jews, and was reduced 10 24 million in 1940,
immediately after the war, Some Poles found themselves in neighbouring
countries. bul many millions perished,

1945 The tragedy of Poland continued afier the Allied victory, At the
infzamous Yalta conference Rooscvelt, Churchill and Stalin placed Poland in
the Soviet "sphere of influence” and so it was ruled by the Communist parly
for the next 44 vears.

19849 — A bloodless Solidarity revolution returns Poland to full independence
and to a democratic rule.

Present day Poland has a population of 38,5 million. The country is i success
story amoeng transition cconomics from Communism o merkel cconomy.
A liberal Taw on establishing new firms has encouraged the development
ol the private business sector. but there are some problems with legal and
bureaucratic obstacles, corruption and unemployment. Poland has natural
resources of coal. sulphur, copper, natural gas silver, lead, salt, amber and
arable land.

The nation™s industrics include machine building, iron and steel. coal mining,
chemicals, shipbuilding, lvod processing. glass, beverages and textiles,

Poland joined NATO in 1999 and the European Union i 2004, With 1ts
trnsformation to a democratic, market-oricnted country largely completed.

Poland is an increasingly active member of Euro-Atlantic organizations,



The ﬁﬂ‘z‘ waye

Tue masicrants OoF Poviss Hie River

In 1836 a bill had been passed by purliament in London to establish South
Australia.

Pastor Kavel in Hamburg, hearing about the proposed settlement there,
journeyved to London in 1836 10 seck assistance in the movement ol emigrants
oul of the territories under Prussian domimation, Dilficultics were encountered,
however. when the Prossian government refused to issuc passports and 1t was
two years before all obstacles were overcome. In November TR38 the "Prince
Giearae™, the first ship bringing predominantly German migrants and several
people with Polish names, arrived at Port Misery, now Port Adelaide.

On 11 September 1R44. the ship "Georee Washington™ arvived with 164
I E
passengers, among them four Polish families from the Prussian province

A teaditional trind brongde by the Rucioch famify in (836,



town  of Ciross Dammer  (now  Dabrdwka
Wiclkopolska in Poland): Mtodystach, Wallent.
kerollig and Stanitzki. They scttled in the
Barossa Valley near Tanunda,

[t s hard 10 imagine having to spend from May
to September in a small ship, on rough scas,
with sca sickness, basic rations and the needs
of the small children 1o be met. One Gross
Dammer family, Seymon Miodvstach  and
wife Franciszka added to their number when
Franciszka gave birth to a baby boy, Tames. at
sca. "The Observer” reports (in part): "Three
wdults and three children died and there were
cight births, The emigrants are Trom several
parts of Germany. East Prussia and the Polish
(ronticr. They appear o be a very able bodied
and orderly set and are in excellent spirits.
They consist principally ol the agricultural

classes with a sprinkling of smiths and other

handicraftsmen and a good proportion of voung
men and women [t for domestic service,

On 17 Auguost 1856 the ship “August arrived
with 231 passengers on board. including 131
Pules, The voyage took three months and 11
days. One child was born an the ship and there
was not a single death,

Among  the Polish group  was  Stanislaw
Mindystach with his wile and three children.
who was a brother of the |84 migrant Szymon
Miodystach and  Szymon’s cousin, Casper
Miodystach with his wite. The Poles travelled
north by bullock teams and most of the adults
probably walked., Some ol them settled
Sevenhill, Penwortham., Emu Flal Clare and

T

Honsehold itens nsed v the
Podish Hiltt River pivneers,
Weter was carvicd from the
creeh with fuckets and vokes.



Montaro but the largest group settled at Hill River, and because of this, its
name was changed to Polish Hill River. The beginnings of the settlement
were very difficult and some settlers lived in dug-outs and hollow trees al
first. In 1857 the first Pole to buy land at I River was named Niemiec.
John Nykiel was buying and sclling land, established a butcher shop and
became o vigneron, making wine for the next 30 vears,

It is opportune to remember that the complete population of South Australia
was 63 700 at the time. The Poles played their part in the civic affairs of the
arci. The first to beeome a member of the District Council of Clare was Dr
AL Sokolowski and later Michal Ruciak, Karol Koezlowski, Tomasy Nicmice,
Jan Nykiel and Malycha were also members.

Bullock reams similar to those thar were used in 19t cennry
South Auwstralia

These days, tumbled ruins of a number of small stone cottages at Polish Hill
River. a few kilometres cast of historie Sevenhill, remind vs that 130 years
apo i unigue settlement of Polish immigrants existed in the area. The ruins of



these cottages show that they were very liny by
today s stundards. but the migrating Polish Tolk
were peasants from crowded areas of Europe.
where the intense cold of winter encouraged
the building of small homes — the smaller the
rooms, the casier they were 1o keep warm. As was
o be expected, the new areivals built according
Lo tradition.

They loved eolour on their houses, The better-
ol among them used fancy sawn woodwork Lo
decorate their verandahs. Doors. verandah posts,
window Mrames and sashes were often treated with
i bright mixture of blues. reds and pinks, which
showed up vividly against a white background.
Some ol the houses had their colours renewed
cach vear,

The dress ol the Polish women at Sevenhill
matched the brightness of some ol the houses,
They were alten sky-blue and made of'a material
that was Trequently laundercd, The head-dress
wits usually a hood-bonnet. completely covering
the head. tied with long bow ribbons uider the
chin, and the Maps wide enough to cover part ol
the shoulders. Women so dressed with o heavy
wicker basket on cach or one arm, were often
seen trudeing from Sevenhill o Clare, coach
basket filled with butter or other products for
sale in the town, where, having disposed of their
burden, they returned with the basket Alled with
groceries and other houschold needs. I was d sort
ol lwo-way traffic on foot and few could accept
the invitation of a A from o friendly dravman or
wageoner. because wagon and dray seats were
nob athwinys good Tor nicely laundered clothing.

Most of the Polish settlers were only part-time

Fossessionms of the [836
TS,
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Crrandohildren of Stanistaw and Agnieszia Miodvsiael

farmers. Their small holdings allowed for litte else. Whole families (the
womenfolk meluded) worked the land 1o provide Tood for the household — a
few pizs, a cow or lwo, some poultry and o well-kept plot ol vegetables saw
to that, And while the women attended to this work, the men went out seeking
employment as carpenters, bricklayers, butchers, boot makers and general
labourers.

One outstanding carly Polish scttler was Dr Anton Sokolowski, who came as
ship’s surgeon on the Alfred. This was the vessel which brought the Weikert
family and the first Jesuits o the Clare district. Sokotowski later married
Weikert's danghter, Pauline. He was the lirst Polish surgeon in Australia.
Once settled. he beeame a farmer as well as being a doctor. Because all calls
were made on horseback. the good doctor kept a number of fine riding horses.
He covered long distances, and alter attending a sick or imured person, he
olten found that a traveller had arrived, and was waiting to take him to another
paticnt, Sometimes it was days before he was able o return home. e had a
special chestnut horse which he kept for night work. Dr Sokolowski was a

-



Jakuh Nvkiel, son of John Nekiel, whe donated the two acres of land
for St Stenislenn s Chired
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clever surgeon and skillul with maternity cases. He practised bloodletting and
i patient was subject o headaches, he used live lecches o draw ot some
"had™ blood, I the headaches were severe he resorted to "capping”. In [862
he sutlered a fatal heart attack when returning from one of his acts ol merey

his death was deeply mourned, He was buried in St Mark's churchyard at
Penmwortham, in a tomb claborately engrived with grapes and sunlowers and
the following inscription: "Long will he live in the memory of those whom
he relieved, and the tears of his mourning widow and the sullering poor for
whom he spent his life, will long vet witness his truly Christian charity, May
he restin peace.”

O1d records, mute though they be, in their pages conlain lragic stories of
some of the Nill River tamilies, One of the saddest. centres around Antonina
Rucioch, In the briel space of a Tew months her world fell abour her with
the death of her husband Bartholomew from pneumonia in November 1869
followed by deaths of six ol her children [rom diphtheria between September
and October the next year.

Lawrence Konopka was another of the early settlers at Polish Hill River.
To augment the family income. he had o bullock weam which he vsed to car

Migrasns " praver books, published i 1851
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Corpues Clristi procession ar Sevenhill

copper ore from the Burra Mine to Port Henry
(today™s Port Wakefield), This work took him
away from home sometimes Tor weeks on end,
On returning home afler such an absence. he
wits greeted by the sight of his little three-yvear-
old daughter sitting on the back step, waiting to
tell him that she could not waken her mother,
Konopka found that his wile had died during his
absence and the small chilid had been alone with
her mother’s body Tor some days,

These Polish people were devout Catholics and
ereatly felt the need of spiritual care in their
mother tongue. A committee was formed o
bring a Polish priest from Europe to minister
to the people in their own language. They also
wished 10 build a church and establish a school,
where. as well as other subjects, the Polish
language could be taught. Jan Nykiel oftered
two aeres of his land, Tocal stone was used Lo
save scarce cash. and the work associated with
building the church was mostly carricd out by

13-
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Picnic of descendans of the cavlyv micranis (abowr 19110),

the migrant settlers themselves, Even the nails were made locally by a Polish
blacksmith.

On April 7. 1870 Father Leon Rogalski. a member of the Jesuit Order, arrived
from Krakow, and commenced visiting people in their homes, travelling on
fool, by horseback or by buggy. His arrival spurred on the building program
and the church named alter Suint Stanislaw Kostka, the patron saint of
Krakow, was conseerited by Bishop Shicl on November 3, 1871,

The Poles continued their custom of celebrating the [east of Corpus Christi at
Sevenhill with the annual procession of the Blessed Sacrament in the grounds
ol 5t Aloysius® church. A blank cartridge salute was fired as the canopied
Host passed by, Displays of such old European customs, which were part ol
the early life of Sevenhill, gave touches of colour which were quite different
from the usual life of the average Australian settlement.

For the next 30 years, there was thriving religious and social life around the church.
The school attached o the church opened in 1871 1t provided the basic education,
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reading, writing and arithmetic, but Polish and music were also taught.

Later the State Govermment ok over the running of the school.

Papulation of this remarkahble settlement began to decrease when many of the
inhahitants, finding their holdings far too small for expansion, joined in the great
move when northern arcas of the State were opened up, and by the [890s their
numbers were greatly depleted.

St Stanislaw™s church, with the passing of the years fell into miin, but Polish
migrants of the present era held the history of the little settlement dear 1o their
heurts, Under thenr care 5t Stanislaw®s and the attached school now stands restored
and developed as a historical muscam,

In St Alaysius® church grounds at Sevenhill is a wayside chapel built in dry
stonework with a Gothic arched entranee, ereeted almost 150 vears ago single-
handedly by a Polish Jesuit Brother Tgnatius Danielewicz.

For many vears St Aloysius® hid o remarkable choir This was a blend of Irish,
Gierman and Polish voices,

Same ol the names appearing on official records of those carly years at Polish Hill
River are still known (some in their Anglicised forms) i the Clare and Sevenhill
districts — names such as Mlodystach. Preyvbyvla, Malveha, Nvkiel, Polomka and
Rrcszkowska,

These descendants of the carly migrants are now organised in the Polish Pioneer
Deseendants” Group Inc.

Like the ruins of those tiny cottages, the names serve as [ootprints on the
sands of time. and remind the present generation ol a colourful and worthy
scgment of our local pioneering history.




Ruins af a pleneer ks honse af Polish Hill River
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Father Leon ﬂryaﬁ'@'
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When the Polish immigrants settled st Hill River, Austrian Jesuits had

already established their residence at Sevenhill and they tried. as best they
could, o provide pastoral care for them. It was obvious, however, thal the
only proper way 1o do that was 1o have a Polish priest whom the immigrants
could ully understand and who could understand them.
The eftorts undertaken in this rezard vesulted in the arrival in 1870 of 40-
year-old Father Leon Rogalski, a Jesuit from the Galicga provinee in Poland.
When his arrival was certain, the Polish parishioners formed a committee to
build a church, so that they could attend Polish seevices in their own arca.

Leon Rogalski came from the Tarnopol region of Austrian-occupied Foland
and at first was a priest ina parish in Lwadw. When the Austrian-Halian war
of 18349 broke oul, he was nominated as a field chaplain with the Austrian
army where he served with great distinetion, dedication and sacrilice tending
wounded and dying soldiers. Towards the end of [R5 he retwrned (o Lwow
changed by his war experienee. He was no longer satisfied with a quiet service
in i parish and entered the Jesuit order in 1861 at Stara Wies. He undertook
theology studies at Innsbruck and then worked as a preacher and administrator
ol the parishes of Tarnopol, Stara Wices and Lancut, Father Rogalski was an
enlightened. well educated clergyman. e knew eight languages and five of
these in the spoken an written Tormy, Tt appears that he was sent 1o Australia
at his own request,

O 8 November [R70 he wrote about his journey here o his brother, Father
Jan Rogalski in Poland:

. with my two companions (one pricst and one brother ol the Society
ol Jesus) 1 started my long journey, Having passed through Germany and
Belgiom and alter just & momentary stop in London. we have arrived in the
port city of Liverpool. There, because of the change of climate and because
of the morst air in England a the time, | suffered wothache and an unusual
heaviness in my head, so that | was quite sick when 1 boarded the ship.

The long journey brought me more trouble, ATl the time | sulTered the usual
sea sickness, dizziness and lack of appetite. Terrible storms were tossing our
ship about like a little ball. One had to hold well on to the bed so0 as not
to fall out and injure onesell. The nights were the most horrible time, so
that evervone was thinking then more about death than about turther life,
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everyone was praying and confessing his sins, so that the words: Oui nesci
ovare, pereal ad mave, (He who doesn’t know how to pray, let him go 1o
sea) proved true of our journey's companions, Aller such storms there was
usually beautiful weather, which brought relief for me i my weakness,

Many of our ship’s passengers, beside a [ew Germans, were from various
nationalities: Scolsmen, Englishmen, ltalians and Irishmen. The latter were
Catholies of strong Taith and great piety. in their character and disposition
similar to us Poles. so they love us very much, With these and with other
Catholics, with God's grace. we conducted retreats, instructions, prayed
the rosary and heard confessions, so that on the ship we were as il in some
church or monastery. After a three month’s journey, from 20 December [86Y%
o 200 March 1870, we finally entered the port ol Melboumne in southermn
Australian.

As soon as Fr. Rogalski arrived in Sevenhill he began his work preaching
to his countrymen, baptising. instructing in the faith. hearing confessions,
oreanising religious societies, visiting the sick and the dying. A year later the

First clieeh building committee, 869
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St Stamislaw Kostka’s Church at Hill River was conscerated and became the
centre of the "Polish Mission”. Fr. Leon made sure that it was equipped with
all the liturgical tems necessary and he celebrated Masses there on Sundays,
church holy days and Polish saints® days. He also conducted retreats and
pracessions with singing of Polish hymns. Alongside the church there was
i school Tor ehildren where he taught catechism, bible history, pravers and
hymns and also reading and writing in the Polish language. Using his own
books he organised a reading room and continued his efforts W increase its
hook collection. Father Leon also tried 1o get another Palish pricst o come
and help him so that he could ofTer pastoral care o other Poles i Australia.

Beside being engaged in the "Polish Mission”, Fr Rogalski, as a member of the
Jesuil community, taught Lating French and religion in the English language
m Sevenhill's sccondury school and gave lectures o theology students in
Chureh History and Sacred Scripture, In s mission visits he reached widely
scullered groups of Catholics offering them spiritual help in Polish., German
and English.

Inspived by a Palish parish mission praver booklet, he wrote and published in
English the Little Mission Cross,

Profits [rom the booklet were destined for the large, unfinished St Aloysius
church at Sevenhill,

Adter over 200 years of intensive work and long travels under proncering
conditions i spite of sullering reumatism, Father Leon’s health was seriously
weakened.

A partial paralysis in 1894 limitted his pastoral work 1o Sevenhill and Hill
River only, In this situation he tied very hard, but without suceess, 1o gel
from Poland a priest o continue the work he had begun,

His paralysis extended in 1901 and he was confined 1o bed from then on,

He died on 6 June 1900 and was burried with other missionaries in the erypt
of 5t Alovsius® church at Sevenhill.
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St Sremivdonw Kostba s cluaely, 1933
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The road to frecdom

THE SECOND WAVE OF POLISH MIGRATION

The road 1o freedom was a battle through terrible years. When Nazi Germany
imvaded Poland in 1939, Poland’s allies, including Britain and Australia,

declared war on Germany, triggering World War 11 In the same month of

Seplember 1939 Poland was mvaded [rom the cast by the Union of Sovict
Soctalist Republics (USSR ). Trapped by the Nazi-Communist allianee, Paland
lost a bitterly-Tought campaign.

Thousands of soldiers were imprisoned in Germany and Russia, Thousands
cscaped 1o fight again, so that throughout World War I Poland was an active
participant in the allied coalition against Hitler's Germany. Poland had the

Micezvslaw Wolarkski was one of manv Polish seevicemen who had fled
Podand in Septemeber 1939 as the Gernenn arnty advanced.

He hecame Leader of Polish Bomiboer Sgeadieon 3000 which foueeht with
distitetion in the Bettfe af - Britain, Later in Awsivalia fre was efected the fiest
chairas of the Polist HEE River Churely vestoration Conniitee.

T




Senne of the Polish men, women and clildren deporied o the USSR,
fourth largest army fighting e o R
on all the fronts of the war in BoET '
France. Britain, North Africa,
Naly and Germany, at sea and
in the air, including The Battle
ol Britain, an army in Russia
ane an underground  army
ol several hundred thousand
soldiers in German-occupicd
Poland. Polish and Australion
soldiers developed a strong
fellowship during the sicge of 5
Tobruk in North Africa, Germman:

Polish inanates of a concentration coamg in

The war was even deadlier for Polish civilians. Six million civilians died,
including Polish Jews, Two million were deported to prisons and Torced labour
camps in Crermany, and another 1.5 million to the USSR, More than one million.
the highest number ol civilians put o death during World War L were murdered
il the Nogis” biggest concentration camp at Auschwitz-Birkenac, Polnd s capital
cily of Warsaw was also destroved by Lhe Nazs aller the underground army was

- 23
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defeated in the Warsaw Uprising of 1944, and the eity’s pre-war population of
|3 million was reduced o zera,

In 1941 both the USSR and the USA joined the war against Germany. Al the
end of the war in 1943 under the Yalta Agreement the western powers accepted
USSK control of Poland. The lree elections in Poland promised under the
Agreement were not held and the Poles, as a part of the Soviet empire. faced
[urther conflict and hardship. Many Polish ex-servicemen and civilian refugees
remained exiles, unable o return. Forming part of the greatest foreed migration
ol Europeans, thousands took ship 1o freedom in Australia,

MIGRATING TO AUSTRALILA

More than 10 million people had lost their homes in Furape during World War
11 and became Displaced Persons, Over three million were Poles who had been
detained in Germany as prisoners-ol-war, or deported to kibour and concentra-
tion camps, They were joined by people escaping communism. Polish *[Ps”
Laced a dilenma: should they retum to Soviet-occupied Poland or remain in the
west? Many chose to remgain,

In 1947 the United Nations ereated the International Refugee Organization 1o
resettle non-Cierman DPs overseas. Australia signed an agreement with the
IROY and received over 170,000 refugees. The largest group — 60.000 — were
Poles. Most came from DP camps in Germany but others arrived from Adrica
and India. Migration officers also recruited Polish ex-servicemen in Britain and
Africa. “Polish Rats of Tobruk™ were the first 1o arive m 1947,

The first civilians arived in 19449,

Fewer than 7,000 Polish-born people already lived in Australia. Numbers leaped
by 72,000 between 1947 and 1955, Poles were different from other migrants.
Confined for years in camps, they had endured the longest displacement o any
national growp. As survivors, they had leant o be self=reliant. They had to form
Polish communitics from scratch in Australia because there were so few Polish-
bom persons in 1947, The neweomers were mainly Polish-speaking Catholics
and passionate nationalists who shared a lasting concern about Poland's (HIE
under Communism. They acted o help Poland. build new lives in Australia. and
preserve their own Polish identity.
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Inntigrants emploved in Leigh Creek, S fiving i oo 200-tent cite Tiown-
ship - J Kramarezvk, W Junusik, 10 Barszez, S Donagalski

Polish migrants and their descendants now make up one per cent of Australia’s
population (2003). The Polish community is Australia’s sixth largest cthnie
aroup. but also one of the oldest, as most Polish migrants arrived before 935,
Today's community faces the challenge of caring for the clderly while sustaining
Polish identity amongst the young, Relations with Poland are also changing,
Both young and old are building new links with a [ree Poland, while keeping
multiculturalism alive in Australia.

WORKING IN AUSTHRALIA

Australia won international praise for taking in many refugees but the war had
also convinced the nation to “populate or perish™. Mass migration would boost
Australia’s population and workloree and help to build industry, housing and
development projects. Unlike other immigrants, the refugees had to cam their
passage-price by working as labourers on two year contrcls wherever Lthey were

. 2 -



dvrzv (George) Griszha, a chilid deportee o the Soviet Union, worked ax a
migrant in Australic on the construction of the Musdaring weir in WA aned
eraded five hreaks. He joined the duwsirafion Avm, vising fo the vank of L1
Celeszed. Iin Avensy 1961, during the sinvey of the Gibson Desert, he diseovered
tHre anly fresiveater foke there, oftcialle naned Ledie Crosche fn 1962,
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directed by the Commonwealth
Employment Service.

PPy went  through  medical
examination  and  vaecination
betore rescitlement.  Labourers
had to be healthy, strong, and
preferably single. Inan Interview
recorded  Tor South Australia’s
Migration Museum. Dr Andreas
Dersery has commented: “They
were looking for  Supermen.”

The first Poles to come fo Australio afier
Professional qualifications were J'}n'.h | War Two were Polish Rats of
ignored. Some Poles arrived N bk '
1949 on the American troupship

the General M.B, Stewarl. Many wenl first o Bonegilla migrant camp in
Victoria, and then by train o Woodside and other Migrant Hostels in SA.
During their two-year government contiicts Palish men helped to build roads.
rilwirys, reservoirs, and a coal town for the Electricity Trust of South Australia
at Leigh Creck, They planted pines i1 the South Fast, and guarried iron ore for
Broken Hill Proprietary Lid (BEHIP) newr Whyalla.

Couples were often separated, with many women employed in Adelaide as
domestics and fhctory hands. Some Fnelish-speakers found work in city
department stores and offices.

Laoking back from her home in Whyalla in 1993, Ceeylia Prusck, recalled.
“From the hard times 1 had before, the climate was quite casy to adjust to. 1 had
lost my fmily. my home | lost everything - [was not looking for a good time;
everything for me was all right™.

They were tough years for {hose Poles not used to hard manual labour, and [or
all working i remete arcas. ranzing from South Australia’s arid lands to the
Snowy Mountains, Housing shortages meant that Polish workers also lived in
femporary homes and camps. Men and single women lived in tents. Wives and
children oceupied wooden ex-army huts,

Afier linishing their contracts Poles went 1o work in factories, trades and
businesses in the capital citics, Some returned to professional work. especially
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W Araszhiewicz, imitiaflv a fruit picker and a vailway worker: later mechani-
ced engincer with the 54 Government. {in isolated railvay camps food was
defivered once a week and food shortages were supplemented by rabbiting,

in high-demand arcas like architecture and engineering.

Polish families concentrated on home-building and giving their children a good
cducation. Many in the second generation giined tertiary qualilications.
Today., the Polish community includes lawyers, doctors, teachers, scientists,
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(e of the pilerimages organised at Polish Hill River every vear

engineers, artists, technicians, and business people.

Australia’s policy of assimilation expected non-British migrants to blend
invisibly into the existing Anglo-Celtic society,

Most Poles integrated successfully but they also kept their treasured Polish
language and traditions. They were helped by an oflicial change of policy
from assimilation to multiculturalism, a change encouraged by the work
of Polish scholars, including Professor Jerzy Smolicz. who emigrated to
South Australia in 1963,

Tue POLES IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA FROM 1947

Australin's third-largest Polish commumity formed in Adelaide as Poles linished
their contracts and found work at General Motors-Holden, Philips Electrical
Industrics. Actil and other maufacturing industries. Some people resumed
professional work and skilled trades. Poles soon made important contributions to
South Australian society, especially in the professions, academia and the arts.

Poles lived mainly in the northernand north western council districts o Woodville,
Enfield and Salisbury where housing blocks were cheap and factory jobs were
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The Datkicwicz hrothers, the first Poles
o be made Fellows of the Roval South
Austradion Socienv of Avis, 19510 Borh
brotlers received manerons Australiaon
awardls few painting, Thev were also active
in the theate,

Lreehile Dantbiiowies

Steistenw Ohstofer - Kothonvshi,
shown with i steam Jaser
girtwork, wey Awstralia s best
horenenn Polisle atist, ax well ax
iternational iy acelaimed,
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The Kanvsr mowuntent ar Doy Polski Centre, Adelaide, commemorating the
Polish arone officers executed af Katvn in Sovier Russia in 194100
Recent vesearch fas shown that 140000 e 200000 officers, policemen and
higher eovernment officialy were killed there.

plentiful, Some familics reused timber packing cases for temporay dwellings
while helping cach other to build permanent homes. Polish arganisations
were set up in the same suburbs elose o the immigrant papulation,
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1 Malecki, B.Niemice-Warcok and D.Barszez, members of the Polislh Women s
Assoe, finmed in P934, distributing eifis af a narsing hone,

[ r E

Most ol the post-war seltlers were Roman Catholic, whose pricsts helped establish
the new Polish community,

The Polish Omphanage (now Retreat House). at Royal Park was an carly major
project. Archbishop Beovich blessed the foundation stone in 1954, the Poles
raised £4.000, and 160 men worked voluntarily on construction. Sisters of the
Resurrection were invited to manage the home, The Polish community celebrated
Easter, Christmas and Patron Saints” Days as important events in the chureh year,
In 2005, mass was celebrated in Polish in five Catholic churches: St Maximillian
Kolbe's (Ottoway), St Stanislaus® (Roval Park), Resurrection Church (Unley), St
Augustine’s (Salisbury), and St Margaret Mary™s (Croydon),

Polish people met in churches and homes but also needed community centres.
Dom Polski Society (1959, under its first chairman EG Hejka, bought o house
at Woodville as the first Dom Polski Centre. Other centres: Dom Kopernika,
Polonia Sports Club and Millemium House, were also opened, and another in
Whyalla, The Woodville house was busy with up to 190 people at a time, and so
a larger Dom Polski Centre was built in central Adelaide in 1973,
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PoList cULTURE 1IN SouTn AUsTRALIA Fron 1947

A long history of oppression in Poland made the people determined 1o keep
their own identity, and they brought skills in preserving Polish traditions to South
Australia, soon ereating a rich cultural lile. As Krystyna Eugny recalled in 2004,
"Evervbody wanted to feel human again ... So sports clubs. discussion cireles,
librarics, choirs, theatres and dance groups were formed to satisly the emotional
and intellectual necds of the Polish community.”

Polish settlers also contributed to the arts, architecture and sciences in South
Australia. The brothers Wiadyslaw and Ludwik Dutkiewicz were leading
modernist artists and the first Poles 1o be made Fellows of the Royval South
Australian Society of Arts in 1951, Others followed. including Lidia Groblicka
and the acelaimed multi-media artist Stanistaw Ostoja-Kotkowski. Polish soccer
players soon engaged in South Australian sporting life, and H Rogocz and 11
Sloma played in the State team aganst Yugoslavia in 19449,

The Polish Association in SA [ Zwigzek Polakow ) was the first Polish organisation,
formed i 1949 10 help resettle migrants and to promote Polish culture, and

Podish amatear theatre ™ Teatr Steay ™ in Adeleide was formed in 1955 and staged nany
elessived aned piodern plans, For nane vears it was divected v Henevk Kesvmnshi
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established the first Polish school. Other organisations soon Tollowed, refleching
a wvaricty of mterests within the commmunity, There were ex-servicemen’s
associalions, performing groups, community centres, & muscum, and senior
citizens” clubs. Seven Polish women raised funds in 1953 to help Poles who had
been unable wo migrate, and formed the Polish Women's Association in 19540 with
Helena Samecwice as first president, Members presented many crall displays
and raised funds for charities, ollen working closely with the Good Neighbour
Couneil, The Federation of Polish Organisations in South Australia was formed
s an umbrelly group in 1968,

To maintain Polish culture in the second generation many youth activities
were arranged, including language schools, Tolklore and sports clubs, Folonia-
Addelaide Sports Club was formed st Woodside hostel in 1950, entered a soccer
team in the third division in 19520 and finished top, winning the Gregory Cup and
the Pelaco {SASEA Challenge) Cup, Polonia mturcd junior sporting talent and
ave enjovment o several senerations. The club won the West End Federation
Cugy i ats S0t year (2000).

The Dodynki Festival was started in 1979 as Polish Day at the Parks Community
Centre, proving so popular that the festival is now held in October every other year
in Ryl Park, The word dodynki means the end of the harvest, the teaditional
time in Poland for celebrations. The Testival showceases Polish cultural traditions,
food, music, dance, art and crafis,

The Poles of Adelade gather and welcome thousands of visitors [rom Lhe
wider community, Members of Parliament, the Palish Ambassador and other
representatives. including former president of Poland. Lech Walgsa.
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Coronp frovn the Adelaide Follilore Ensemble " Tanye ™

The Adelaide Polisl Folldere Dusemble "Tanee™ ar the 1O "Doceaki”
Sestival in Rvaall Park.
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Restoration of St Stanistaw Kostha's Church
at Polish Hill River

St Stenrisdan Kostha  chuely - 1961

The founder and chairman of The Polish Historical Society in South Australia,
the Tate Marian Szezepanowski, first suggested that the chureh oSt Stanishw
Kostka at Polish Hill River should be restored by the post-World War 11
migrants, The chureh and land belonged then w the archdiocese of Adelaide.
In 1971 the then Polish Chaplain in Adelaide, Fr Tadeusz Miksa, formed
archbishop Gleeson that the Polish community would like to rebuild the
church, and the archbishop readily gave his permission. He also agreed that it
would better mobilise the community’s elfforts it the church and two acres of
land again belonged o the community, as it did when the chureh was built. In
December 197 1the diocese transtered the property 1o the Polish community
with the title being held in trust by the Polish Federation of South Australiz,
Alter discussions within the Polish COMMUNILY, @ restoration comimillee was
formed with Micczyslaw Wolaniski as its first chairman,
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970 Polish FEE River Cleeely restoration commitice

The commmittee dirceted and controlled all aspects of the work, First funds
had to be collected and ragsed within the community. Paid prolessionals were
engaged o rebuild the rool to repair the walls and to cure and proteet them
from rising damp, Certain work, such as painting and repairing of windows
could be done by members ol the community.

One of the sources ol funds were pienics organised in the church grounds.
The lirst such picnic was held on 13 October 1974 and Wiadystawa JTadezak

Flivst picinic,
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recorded her impressions of it

"It was difficult o imagine that the picnic would be a suceess. Although the land
was ours, it belonged 1o the Polish cammunity now, still, there was nething
there bul the land. The lack of amenitics 1o which we were accustomed could
seare some people off. What will happen in case of rain. where will we shelier
itit*s hot?

The "Tatry™ group left very early on Saturday moming. Mr Glapa’s truck was
loaded as if 1o construet a whole townshipand so was Zak & Rogs Furniture
trailer. which could only travel at 60 km/h maximum, and even then i was
feared that it may not make it But in the event, a huge military tent that
could hold about 400 people in case of rain or heat was erceted and stitihly
secured. Even our own "power station” was there as well as a pig which had
to be turned all night over the fire and, and in addition to that. moistened with
something or other.

Bags for refuse and bottles were placed in conspicuous locations, as one docs
nat want to rubbish one's vard, Toilets 1o supplement the existing ones were
erected earlier. Yes, one had 1o think about the smallest detail.

Sunday 13 October rose as a marvelous day, Wiadek Rogowski and Mouglis

his Laithlul but somewha longer shadow — spent the might in the church
and such good weather must have been the result of their prayers. First carg
began o arrive and tents were shooting up like mushrooms.

Ahout a 1000 peaple attended 1he somewhat long open-air Mass, 1t was
estimated that there was a total of 1600 peaple at the picnic, among them
one bus load from Whyalla, abour 300 kilometres from Polish Hill River.
The collection during Mass amounted 1o 5500 and this was donated by Frs
Fadeusz Miksa and Miroslaw Gebicki owards further rebutlding of 1he
church-museum,

Afier Mass the barbecue was available and beside the pig on the spit one
could also buy "bigos™ and wash it down with beer. For the children and
teenagers there were soft drinks. To fll the time and 1o amuse the visitors
there was a ralfle and a band was providing music for dancing on a special
Noor also transported from Adelaide.

Abrief service of prayer commemorating St Staniskaw Kostka was at 4-00 [
i the church and afier it 4 short history of Polish FIll River was presented.
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Peslisd 11 River Charel after vesteraiion

I don’t want to go into how much work the organisers had 1o do o restore
sood order in the grounds. Each refuse bag had to be empticd and the bottles.
the tins and the papers separated. And all of this had to be loaded onto the
truck and the trailer.

By then it was late into the night, a piercing wind was blowing and we were
sitting around a huge lire, sheltered on one side by the wall of the chureh,
We were talking about those who lived here 100 vears ago, Were they with us
at this moment? Suddenly a dry branch on the lire started shooting millions
of sparks upwards, Deep in thought [was staring into the fire when the sharp
voice of Wladek Rogowski was heard, "Look", he said pointing with his
hand. "The trail of sparks illuminates only the cross on the church’s roof!™.
Fascinated by the marvelous view and thrilled by the symbaolism ol the event
we were spell-bound .

The committee first restored the church building iselfl but according to the
asrcement with the archdiocese. it was no longer of sacral character, not a
normal, active chureh but a secular museum building where Mass could be
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fusicle the Polish Hill River Clarely Musetn

celebrated only occasionally. Work started next on rebuilding the three school
rooms adjoining the church. They no loger had roofs and were therelore much
maore extensively damaged by the weather, When rebuilt. they now constitute
the museum proper where many exhibits are displayed. Also, in addition to
the land on which the church stands, the Polish Association in SA and the
Polish Lducational Society in SA together purchased another nine acres of
adjoining land,

In 1980 the Polish Hill River Church Muscum was pliced on the register ol
Stale Heritage Items, I was officially opened by Monsignor Horgan on 9
October 1988, A caim erected by the Polish Pioneers® Descendants Group
was then unveiled and a time capsule deposited for upening in 2036, The
Muscum is now administered in accordance with History Trust of South
Australia requirements. There was a number of Palish Hill River Church
Muscum Commitlees over the years. The Commitiee elected at o general
meeting called by the Polish Federation of South Australia in 1996 with
Krystyna Andrecki as chairperson and Krystyna Luzny as a curator and
treasurer, organised the displays in the muscum and arranged for it w be
regularly opened to the public, The committee also maintains contact with
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e Heritage of Souil Aushalia

Thisistocertify that e Clwsk of 5t Shintshs
15 Bem ol the State Fleriage, andon 2% sl /800

wats placed on the Register of St Heritage [ems
in accordance with the provisions of the
stth Ansteatian Herntage Act, g7

the Polish Pioncer Descendants® Group Inc,

The Muscum is now registered under the Muoscum Acereditation and Crrants
Progrim.

Many members of the Polish community contributed by their work and
resources to complete the restoration of the Polish Hill River buildings and
it is impossible 10 name them all. Those who continue to work regularly
on maintaining and improving the srounds and buildings are Jovel Glapa.
Stanislaw Skreypeezak and Bronislaw Kedzior

The museum attracts interest both focally and interstate and has been seen by
many averseas visitors from Europe.

Since 1999 11 1s now regularly open from 1] am to 4 pmoon the first Sunday
ol cach month (except on New Year's Day and Easter Sunday) or by
appointment,

ContacT TELEPHONE sumBers: 08 8336 1601 or 08 8336 3646.
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The third wave: the \S"aﬁ:éfar@ m{gmﬁan

When World War 11 ended. as a result of the infamous Yalia Agreement
between Churehill, Roosevelt and Stalin, Poland became a part ol the Soviet
cmpire. The Red Army oceupied Poland, arrests. deportations and murders of
political epponcnts ook place and a Polish Communist tatalitarian government
was imposed. The Catholic Churel, which opposed the totalitarian rule, was
attacked, the borders were elosed and Poland and Central Europe were cut off
from western eivilisation, The Soviet political and cconomic system imposed
on Poland prevented the proper development of the country, caused shortages
ol essential goods and a considerable towering of the standard of living,

Butevery lew years, even in that dark period. there were unsuceessful revolts
in countries ol Central Furope against the Soviet political and economic
system. Protest grew as cconomic conditions worsened. Australia’s Polish
communitics were alarmed by the country's worsening state, and formed an
Australian National Commitice for Reliel to Poland under the chairmanship
of Frank Galbaly, CBE. South Australians contributed funds to buy medical

Solidarity delegates ar the Vinican, 82,1982, Wity Pape Jolwr Panl I are
Bodicdan Cvwiiski, Kevstvaa Ruclniowicz-Miviak, Anclrzef Opicla.
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supplies and provide other help through the Catholic Church in Poland,

Then in August T980 naton-wide strikes broke out in Poland. starting in the
Gidansk shipyard. The strikers, led by Lech Walgsa, formed the Solidarity
union movement declaved legal by the courts, It soon attracted 1O million
members opposcd 1w the Soviet domination in Poland. Although the
Communist regime declared martial law in December 1981 in an attempt
to quash freedom aspirations and banned Solidarity, this was the beginning
of the cnd of Communist domination in all of Central Europe. The clection
of the Polish Pope John Paul 11 also gave Poles hope and helped to end this
domination.

The Solidarity wave of Polish migration dates from this period. Towards the
end of the 19705 many Poles, particularly those with tertiary cducation and
vocational skills, escaped from Poland (o the West Tooking for a beter lile,
Then, in 1981, during the ascendancy ol the Solidarity union movement,
Polish government regulations were relaxed and comigration became o mass
exodis,

Many of those leaving probably intended to return home but when martial
law was declared, decided against it Also, during the period of martial law,
several thousand Poles, who were considered by the government as opposition
activists, were forced to leave the country on o ane-way passport.

Towards the end of the 19805, when the power of the Communist regime
began 1o wine, emigration numbers from Polund incereased again.

All these so-called "Solidarity migrants” passed through transit camps in
Western Furope and then gradually settled in various countries, ineluding
Australin, where some 20 000 of them made their home and many continued
ar established their professional carcers.
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